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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 


+e eee Mee ceeeces 
+ ee eeeeee 


+e eeeeee & 
te eeegeee 
~ &.F.".*"* fe" 
ees. GCRUOUO Gopobees “ aan AAA 
WAAAAAAD “RATER TOO 
eee 
AAAAAAAA “ALAR EA WOOO 
Seeeeeee 
Aa =) 
eta i Gheree 
PA RO 
AARP 86 
eeee 00 © Oe Wooo eras Sa 
ie SO + ee he oe 
SOOO, “Ae «=—“ AAA © 


+e eeees MS eeees 


Office of Publication: 1421 East Main Street, St. Charles, IMlinois. Send all Editorial matter or matter for publication to: 214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, Illinois. 


An Independent Christian Weekly, 
Soul Winning and the Premillennial 


Standing for the Verbal Inspiration, 


of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His Blood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament 
Return of Christ. Opposes Modernism, Worldliness, and Formalism. 


VOLUME XII, NO. 31 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 3, 1945 


| 


8 Months, $1.00; 18 Months, $2.00 


ee lO 


Oe ee eee 


ee ee 


SUDDENLY DESTROYED 


By the late Methodist evangelist, Sam Jones 


“He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall 
suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.” Prov. 29:1. 


The bare announcement of this 
text is enough to bring every one 
of us to our feet with this ques- 
tion: Unto whom does God speak 
in those fearful words? Unto 
whom does God address, Himself 
in that fearful language?” There 
are in this audience hundreds of 
people who ought to remain stand- 
ing and announce another fact, 
and that is, “Surely God means 
me, for I have been often warned, 
I have been often reproved, and 
have often heard His Word. Sure- 
ly, He means me.” 


I announce strictly a fact when 
I say there have been more sud- 
den deaths in the last twelve 
months of this world’s history 


than in any year since the eve- 
ning and morning of the first day 


of many who have been swept 
away suddenly and have gone 
into the presence of God. By 
earthquake, by ffire, by tidal 
waves, by accidents on railroads, 
by storms at sea, by apoplexy, by 
paralysis, by heart failure; day by 
day the register-has gone away 
up; and, mark my words, just as 
God gives the warning to men, 
so is that proportion of sudden 
death multiplied in all the earth. 
More men have hardened their 
hearts and more men have been 


swept into the presence of God; 
and as you hear me tonight I 
shall recall illustrations of these 
fearful facts that lie back in my 
brain which have been gathered 
from all parts of the country. 


I want to say to you that I 


of this world’s life. Oh! You hard- 
ly pick up a leading newspaper in 
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-Here is the newest book by the 
editor, Evangelist John R. Rice: 
The entire office force is unani- 
mous in pronouncing Revival Ap- 
peals the most beautiful book we 
have ever gotten out. The jacket 
is printed in mulberry colored 
ink, showing a picture of the 
crowd of 3767 people listening to 
the author in Cleveland, Ohio, last 


- A 


March 11 (that sermon is in this 
book). Inside the book are other 
pictures — two show the great 
crowds at Kleinhan’s Music Hall 
at Buffalo, New York, last year; 
another shows the Cleveland 
crowd again. They are each print- 
ed in colored ink. ae: 
The binding is in fine red cloth, 
with stamped-in gold title and the 
author’s signature with references 


the United States without reading |- 


three verses: . 


ways: behold, | send you forth 
Who are these seventy? J do 
not know. Not a one of them is 
called by name. They are not the 
twelve apostles. The twelve are 


already named. These are not, as 
far as we know, the seven deacons 
of the book-of Acts. No, these are 
unknown people. They are not 
even grown sheep; they are only 
lambs. They are not mature 
Christians; they are only new con- 
verts. I do not know that any 
of them... ever. became .. famous, 
They were not great preachers, if 
they were worthy to be called 
preachers at all. They were new 
converts; and the Saviour said, 
‘The harvest is great, and I don’t 
have any laborers. I am sending 
you as lambs among wolves. Go, 
and I will be with you.’ 


So, now we come to this princi- 
pal thought of the evening: “The 
harvest truly is great, but the 
labourers are few: pray ye there- 
fore the Lord of the harvest, that 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


I am speaking tonight on “We Can Have Revival Now.” 
We can! I think you will see from the Word of God that we 
can. We will read together in Luke, chapter 10, the first 


“After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also 
[He had just appointed the twelve and sent them out over 
all Palestine], and sent them two and two before his face into 
every city and place, whither he himself would come. There- 
fore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the 
labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that hé would send forth labourers into his harvest. Go your 


as lambs among wolves.” 


he would send forth labourers into 
his harvest.” 


What is wrong that we do not 
have revivals? What is wrong is 
not with the field. What is wrong 
is not with sinners. What is 
wrong is not with the unsaved 
world. What is wrong is not with 
the outrageous wickedness of this 
generation. What is wrong is not 
with the devil’s crowd. The devil’s 
crowd could never have a revival, 
and they never can stop one. What 
is wrong is not with the modern- 
ists. Modernists never did havé 
a revival, and they cannot prevent 
one. What is wrong is not with 
the taverns, is not with bawdy 
houses, is not with the evolution- 
ary teaching. What is wrong, I 
say, is not with the ungodly. They 
never did have a revival! God 
does not start with the ungodly. 
God starts with His own people. 
He says, “The harvest truly is 
great, but the labourers are few.” 


The conference we have been 
looking forward to for so many 
months has just been concluded, 
and our hearts are filled with 
praise to God for the tremendous 
victories won. Never have I wit- 


nessed such wonderful, whole- 
hearted co-operation and the pre- 
sence of the Holy Spirit of God 
in great power. 

We are already looking forward 
to and making plans for next 
year’s conference to be held at 
Winona Lake, Indiana, July 7th 
through 14th. Please pray for guid- 
ance and blessing as these plans 
are perfected. 


Here are comments from a few 
who attended the Conference this 
year. A complete report of the 
conference by Dr. Hyman J. Ap- 
pelman will be published next 
week together with pictures of 
Conference speakers and scenes 
will be published from time to 
time. | 
- * *+ *& 

“The CONFERENCE-ON 
EVANGELISM has proven to be 
one of the greatest testimonies of 
spiritual uplift that I have ex- 


(Continued on page two) 


perienced since the days of Sun- 


Stirring Testimonies 


COMMENTS FROM A FEW WHO ATTENDED THE 
CONFERENCE ON EVANGELISM AT 
WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 


Collected By Evangelist Robert J. Wells, Conference Director 
and Associate Editor 


day! God was ‘present, JESUS 
MAGNIFIED, and the _ blessed 
Holy Spirit active in the manifes- 
tation of His sovereign pleasure. 
Glory to God for arranging such 
a time of refreshing.” 


Dr. Walter A. Leas, 

The Pocket Testament 
League, Inc. 

Washington, D.C. 


* * * 


“Awake, America! Revival is 
here. She was born here in Win- 
ona, the Jerusalem of America, 
Sunday night, July 15th, and is 
growing by the moment. My soul, 
as well as the soul of everyone 
here, has found and opened new 
fountains. There is not any one 
that can be counted as outstand- 
ing, but every part of the pro- 
gram has seemed to be breathed 
of God. The leadership of Bob 
Wells and John Rice, the singing 
of the Tindley’s, and the preach- 
ing of these men anointed of God, 
has stirred the souls of all to re- 
pentance and new consecration to 
our tasks. 


“When the reapers repent, and 
that is what all did, look out, 


(Continued on page two) 
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We Can Have Revival Now 


(Preached in the Colonial Hills Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia. 
Mechanically recorded for the Sword of The Lord 


Do not ever say there is lack 
of opportunity. That is not what 
is wrong! What is wrong is with 
the laborers. The Lord said, ‘I 
don’t have any laborers. I am 
sending you new converts out as 
lambs among wolves. But pray 
the Lord of the harvest to send 
forth laborers into His harvest, 
The harvest truly is great, but the 


‘labourers are few.’ 


A kindred Scripture is in John, 
chapter 4. Jesus was at Sychar 
in Samaria. He had just won the 
Samaritan woman to trust Him 
and love Him, and she had gone 
into the city. There she told the 
men, “Come, see a man, which 
told me all things that ever I 
dic.” (That was a little exag- 
geration; but we will forgive the 
dear lady, as we always do the 
ladies on such matters. She 
meant well by it.) And here they 
came out of the city to see Jesus, 
Many of them were converted be- 
fore they got there, Others, as 
soon as they saw Jesus, were cone 
verted. They said to the woman, 
‘You are right. He is surely the 
Son of God, He is the Messiah. 
a is the One we were looking 
or.’ 


While they were coming, Jesus 
called the twelve disciples and 
said to them, ‘Now, look here, 
Get your minds off these sand- 
wiches. I have something, to eat 
that you don’t know anything 
about. I am not ready to eat 
food. I want to win these souls. 
Lift up your eyes and look on the 
field. Say not there are four 
months and then cometh harvest. 
For, behold, I say unto you, the 
fields are white already to har- 
vest.’ Let me read it to you from 
the Bible in John 4:35.36: “Say 
not ye, There are yet four months, 
and then cometh harvest ? behold, 
I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, 
and look on the fieldg; for they 
are white already to harvest. And 
he that reapeth receiveth wages, 
and gathereth fruit unto life eter- 
nal: that both he that soweth and 


he that reapeth may rejoice to- 
gether,” 
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Dr. Robert J. Wells, associat 
editor, caught while preach- 
ing at Warren, Ohio, Union 
Revival Campaign, 
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a 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, August 3, 1945 


Now, get this plain teaching of 
the Word of God. The harvest is 
already white. Do not say there 
will be a more opportune time 
later. Do not say that this day 
is too far gone to have revivals. 
Do not say that on account of the 
worldliness, the blasphemy, the 
infidelity, the delinquency of 
youth, the breakdown of homes, 
the modernism in the churches, 


we cannot have revivals. The har- 
vest is already white. Do not wait 
four months for it. The harvest 
is already white. But the laborers 
are few. Jesus says for us to pray 
to the Lord about laborers, and 
says, “I will pay for workers in 
this business. There is plenty to 


do. There is a ‘great harvest. It. 


is already ready for anybody to 
reap.” That is the teaching of 
the Word of God. 


Revivals Always Possible In 
Bible Times 


Notice the theme; have it on 
your mind.. We can have revival 
now. The first point.I want you 
to get in your mind is that in all 
Bible times people could have re- 
vivals. There never was a time 
when people could not have re- 
vivals. In the times of the great- 
est sin, in the times of the great- 
est discouragements to the people 
of God, in the times when there 
were the fewest and the sorriest 
of preachers, it sems, God was 
able to have revivals. In all Bible 
history God was always able to 
have revivals. Consider some 
Bible cases, 


First, I mention the Mount 

Carmel Revival, Led by Elijah 
the Prophet. 
_ Remember the wicked Queen 
Jezebel had Ahab, her husband, by 
the nose spiritually and was lead- 
ing him about in sin. Ahab had set 
out to follow wickedness. He had 
murdered Naboth in order to get. 
his vineyard, through his wicked 
wife. The prophets of God had 
been nearly all killed. A few of 
them had been hid in a cave and 
fed on bread and water. Elijah 
plone remained as one outspoken 
prophet of God in the city. Re- 
member that the people had 
turned to serve Baal. Remember 
there were four hundred fifty 
prophets of Baal even out there 
at Mount Carmel. There were 
four hundred prophets of Ashta- 
roth, of Venus, and one preacher, 
only one prophet of God! If there 
was ever a time when somebody 
could say, “Well, Elijah, this is a 
very peculiar situation here. This 
is a hard village. You can’t have 
revival here. They wouldn’t even 
let Billy Sunday come here,” this 
was the time. That is what they 
tell me all over America. “Billy 
Sunday said this is the hardest 
town in America.” 
it until I am sick and tired of it. 
I went to San Antonio and they 
said, “Well, Billy Sunday said 
there is just one difference be- 
tween San Antonio and Hell, and 
that is that San Antonio has a 
river running through it.” Well, 
San Antonio does not have enough 
river to brag about, as you know 
if you were ever down there arid 
saw what they call a river. 


Everywhere I go people say, 
“Well, you couldn’t do it here, 
Brother Rice.” If there was ever 
a time when people are whipped 
and preachers discouraged about 
the possibility of revival, it is 
now. When I first preached in 
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Chicago, some of the Christian 
businessmen began to say to me, 
“Now, Brother Rice, I tell you 
now, you can’t have results in the 
North as you do in the South. 
Down in the Bible Belt you can 
get people to come to church, you 
can get people converted; but in 
the North it is different. You 
needn’t be surprised. Don’t get 
disheartened. You cannot have 
people saved in Chicago as you 
can down South.” Well, we had 
some blessed times and had a 
good many people saved. 


Later I-.went to Toronto, Can- 
ada, with Dr. Oswald J. Smith 
and the great People’s Church 
there. He said, “Now, Brother 
Rice, this is in Canada. We are 
British here. We are conserva- 
tive. You won’t have great crowds 


coming to the inquiry room. You|_ 


won't have a lot of people being 
saved here as you do down in 
Chicago. But don’t get discour- 
aged. We are just different; that 
is all.” Thank God, I saw the time 
when they came, whole streams of 
them, to accept Christ and go to 
the inquiry room. 

In Cleveland, Ohio, people said, 
“Now, you can’t have revival in 
Cleveland. They wouldn’t even let 
Billy Sunday come for a cam- 
paign. It is the only major city 
in America that wouldn’t let Billy 
Sunday come for a campaign. We 
haven’t had a revival since R, A. 
Torrey was here more than thirty 
years ago. The main churches 
downtown are all modernistic,” 
and so on. “You cannot get in 
the papers. The Federation of 
Churches hold control of every- 
thing. You cannot have a revival 
here.” It is an old, old story. I 
have heard it until I am sick and 
tired of it! I think God is dis- 
gusted with it. I think it is an 
abomination to look at circum- 
stances and forget all about God. 


When I go into a city and talk 
to the preachers, I follow the 
technique that the mule followed 
in this story: A man had a sick 
mule, and he sent his stable man 
out to doctor the mule. He said, 
“T’ll tell you what to do. Take 
a piece of paper, and then take 
about three or four tablespoonfuls 
of Epsom salts and put it in the 
paper. Then roll it up very care- 
fully and make it into a nice tube. 
When you get it rolled up, put 
one end of it in the sick mule’s 
mouth and blow the Epsom salts 
down his throat. He will be all 
right then; he will soon be well.” 
The man got all set. After a 
while he came back. He was 
spluttering and spitting and wip- 
ing his mouth. He was very pale. 
The man said, “Did you doctor 
the mule?” 


“Well,” said the stable man, “I 
tried to.” | 

He said, “All right, did he take 
the medicine ?” 

He said, “The trouble is, the 
mule blew first!” 

I made up my mind that on this 
question I am going to blow first! 
Before you preachers can tell me 


‘that you cannot have a revival 


now, I am going to “blow first” 
and prove we can. 


But back to my story about the 
revival at Mount Carmel. At 
Mount Carmel, one could not have 
a revival, could he? Why, nobody 
there believed in God. The whole 
nation had turned to serve Baal. 
And remember Elijah said, ‘If 
there is a God, let Him show 
Himself. Build you an_ altar. 
Take your young bullock and 
offer it there. If your god an- 
swers by fire, we will all serve 
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Baal; and if Baal doesn’t answer 
by fire, my God will.’ He took 
the twelve stones and built an 
altar. He put on it wood, but put 
no fire under it. Then he wet it 


down with twelve barrels of water 
and dug a trench around it to 
hold the water that came off. 
Then he prayed and said, ‘Lord, 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
hear me and show that I am Thy 
Servant and that Ihave done all 
these things at Phy command. 
Hear me, O God, that this people 
may know that thou hast turned 
their hearts back again.’ And the 
fire came down from Heaven and 


burned up the sacrifice, and the 
wet wood, and the stones, and 
licked up the water outof the 
trench. And the people fell on 
their faces and said, “The Lord, 
he is the God; the Lord, he is the 
God.” Then they caught those 
four hundred and fifty prophets 


of Baal and killed them down at 
the brook. A great rain came, 
breaking the drought. And the 
blessing of God came again on 
Israel because they had a revival. 

You said, “It is hard to have 
revivals.” It was not hard when 


(Continued on page three) 


(Continued from page one) 
Satan, there isn’t anything that 
can stop this tidal wave of revival 
that surges in the heart of God’s 
anointed. Every preacher, teacher, 
officer and Christian should have 
been here. Every ‘church ought to 
send their pastor next year, and if 
he doesn’t come, he needs to be 
chastened. May God help us to put 
into practice what has been ours 
this week, then revival is Ameri- 
ca’s. 9 
Rev. Guy Owen, Pastor 
West Flagler Park 
Baptist Church, 
Miami, Florida. 
= a oa 

“The CONFERENCE ON 
EVANGELISM is the most spiri- 
tual cenference I have ever at- 
tended. It has meant more to my 
life than any other Christian gath- 
ering that it has ever been my 
privilege to attend.” 

Rev. C. L. Norman, Pastor 
Hampton Avenue Baptist 
Church, 
Greenville, S.C. 
+ + s 

“The CONFERENCE ON 
EVANGELISM has been the 
greatest spiritual blessing that I 
have ever had. I can never be the 
same preacher, nor do I want to 
be. I believe that God is going 
to give me a greater ministry, and 
more souls saved as a result of 
this conference. I can never tell 
my people in words what has hap- 
pened here, but by God’s grace 
I want to live it before them that 
they might receive some of the 
blessing that I have _ received 
here.” 

Evangelist Preston T. 
Garrett, 
Anderson, S.C. 
+ * + 
“ft have been preaching fifty-five 
years, three times around the 
world, have been shot at, rotten- 
egged, and put in jail for preach- 
ing the gospel. They call me a 
John Wesleyan Methodist, but I 
saw in this CONFERENCE ON 
EVANGELISM, a spirit of unity 
and ambitions that I could wish 
that might be characteristic of 
Methodist Conventions. The wit- 
ness of the Spirit is to me the 
greatest theme a man need to 
preach upon. God bless you, my 
dear brethren, and make you a 
blessing in the fullest sense of the 
word.” 
Rev. E. E, Shellhamer. 
Winona Lake, Indiana. 
* « * 

“Apart from my conversion and 
my call to preach God’s Word, 
this CONFERENCE ON EVAN- 
GELISM has been the highest 
spiritual experience of my life. 


The meetings were charged with | 


the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit. To me, the Confer- 
ence appeared as another step by 
God in His preparation to open 
again the windows of blessing on 
America and the world. No one 
could have attended without be- 
lieving in the possibility of an- 
other great revival. And I am per- 
suaded that few, if any could have 
sat through these Heaven-blessed 
meetings without consciously or 
unconsciously acknowledging that 
the revival is already on the way. 

Evangelist Bill Piper, 

Box 120, 

Cleveland, Tenn, 


Stirring Testimonies 


“This CONFERENCE ON 
EVANGELISM is the _ highest 
point in my spiritual experience. 
I have never known a meeting to 
be of such a high spiritual level 
for an entire week. May the Lord 
bless!” 

Rev. Clarence W. Krebs, 
Pastor 

Harrodsburg Methodist 
Church, 

Harrodsburg, Kentucky. 


* * #8 


“IT believe that the CONFER- 
ENCE ON EVANGELISM shas 
kindled the fires for a great re- 
vival in the United States of 
America. I have been blessed with 
a new conviction that the Bible 
is all we need, and that Jesus 
Christ is with us in this great 
endeavor, as never before. Christ 
is now real to me. I am going back 
to my pulpit with a_ victorious 
note!” 

Rev. George T. Pennell, 
Pastor, 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
Hendersonville, N. C, 
* . * 


“This has been the most spiri- 
tual conference I have ever been 
in. This CONFERENCE ON 
EVANGELISM has renewed my 
vision and courage: The fact that 
God was in the midst of the Con- 
ference on the first day has given 
me courage to go back to the 
radio (WBTA), and to the young 
people with whom I work, to tell 
them more powerfully how to be 
saved from sin.” 

Mr. Edwin Wyman, Layman 

Musical Director at 
Tabernacle, 

Batavia, New York. 


= 2 * 


“I thank God I have lived to 
attend the CONFERENCE ON 
EVANGELISM. I have been in- 
spired and encouraged. I see the 
light breaking through the clouds. 
I can almost feel the fire of re- 
vival. I’m glad I’ve helped hold 
the ropes here at Winona through 
the years so a Conference of this 
deep spiritual nature could be pos- 
sible.” 

Mrs. W. A. Sunday, 
Winona Lake, Indiana. 


“We owe a real debt of grati- 
tude to Dr. John R. Rice and his 
splendid paper, THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD, for sponsoring this 
Conference. It took faith, courage, 
wisdom and mighty vision to un- 
dertake such effort during these 
times. We are thankful also to 
Dr. Robert J. Wells, the Associate 
Editor, not only for his untiring 
labor in preparing for the confer- 
ence, but for his superb leadership 
as director and presiding officer at 
the conference sessions. I am sure 
that all of you would like to join 
me in saying, “thank you,” to 
these men and the entire staff of 
sacrificial workers in THE 


‘SWORD OF THE LORD office. 


“What about results ? Many con- 
fessed and forsook thir sins, some 
found Christ as Saviour. A great 
number knelt at the altar at dif- 
ferent times, praying for power 


”\to witness to others. Scores of 


young people answered the call 
for fulltime service and even a 


greater number pledged to pray 


definitely about their life’s work 
and said that they would answer 
God’s call as He shows them His . 
will, Multitudes of men, women 


jand young people returned home 


with a burning passion to win the 
lost and see a revival in their 
communities. Several pastors are 
going into the evangelistic field 
and plans were made for city- 
wide revivals throughout the na- 
tion. | 

“On every hand I heard the ex- 
pression, ‘This is the best confer- 
ence I have ever attended.’ There 
was not too much emotion, but 
the Holy Spirit’s power and pre- 


‘Tsence could be felt all the way 


through. The conference was 
characterized by a deep spiritual 
tone. They are planning to have 
another conference next summer 
and everyone reading this should 
make plans to attend. Plan to 
come with a large delegation. Let 
us pray constantly for it.” 

Evangelist Clifford Lewis, 

Nashville, Tenn, 

¥ * * 


‘I want you and Dr. Rice to 
know how deeply I love you both 
since coming here. Your sweetness, 
humility, and kindness has been 
so manifested. So sorry I have to 
go before the end. This has been 
the greatest conference since the 
days of J. Wilbur Chapman. Praise 
God for it!” 

Evangelist George T, 
Stephens, 
Wilmington, Delaware. 


Newest Book 


(Continued from page one) 


to his two life verses, Psalm 126:6 
and Luke 11:13. 


Here are sixteen sermons to the 
unsaved, sermons usually used in 
great revival campaigns, as fol- 
lows: 

1. When God’s Patience Wears 
Out 
“Be Sure Your Sin Will Find 
You Out” 

3. What Jesus Said About Hell 

4. Will a Loving God Send a 

Sinner to Hell? 

Hell—Keep Out! 

Religious But Lost 

A Good Man Lost and a Bad 

Man. Saved 

. The Criminal Who Wanted 
Another Chance 


2. 


9. How a Lost Sheep Got Home 

10. “Come Unto Me” 

11. Facing the Pierced Jesus 

12. “It Is Finished!” 

138. No Room for Jesus 

14. Neglect, the Shortest Way to 
Helt 

15. “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved ?” 

16. Missing God’s Last Train for 
Heaven 

These are picked messages, 


greatly blessed of God, remarka- 
bly popular all over the land. We 
believe in this form, with such a 
beautiful book of 216 large pages, 
they will sell very rapidly and do 
enormous good. 


Here are sermons that many 
have asked for, for example: 
“When God’s Patience Wears 
Out,” which is striking and con- 
victing. The three sermons on 
Hell have won many, many souls 
and have convinced multitudes 
that there is a real Hell for 
Christ-rejecting sinners. The ser- 
mon, “Facing the Pierced Jesus,” 
will be counted worth the price 
of the book by most readers. The 
sermon, “It Is Finished,”’. when 
published in The Sword of the 
Lord created an insistent demand 
that it be printed in tract form, 
but we preferred to print it in 
this book. 


This book will furnish ammuni- 
tion for preachers, will clear up 
points about doctrine and _ soul 
winning methods in the minds of 
Christians, and will bring convic- 
tion and salvation to sinners. We 
predict that it will be popular, 
and we guarantee it to please. 

This big book of sixteen ser- 
mons is priced at only $1.50. 

Send for your copy today! 

Sword of the Lord Publishers 


214 Wesley Street, Wheaton, IL 


‘Friday, August 3, 1945 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


PAGE THREE 


God got a preacher ready. I say, 
“The harvest truly is great, but 
the labourers are few.” 

Consider the Revival at Samaria 

You can come down to the time 
of Christ and study the book of 
John, chapter four. I could say to 
our Lord ahead of time, “Well, 
Lord Jesus, I tell you now, you 
need not be going up to Samaria 
for any revivals.” 

He would say, “Why not John?” 

I would say, “I tell you why, 
Lord Jesus. That crowd is a 
bunch of halfbreeds in blood and 
halfbreeds in religion; and besides 
that, they hate the Jews. They 
just hate the Jews until they 
would not like your preaching. 
Remember, Jesus, when you were 
coming through here once. Be- 
cause they 
headed toward Jerusalem, they 
wouldn’t let you sleep in any of 
their houses at night. Do you re- 
member that? Why, they just 
despise the Jews; they think all 
the Jews are crooked, and they 
wouldn’t even give you a drink 
of water. You can’t have a re- 
vival there.” 

So it looked, at least. Why, 
these people had not had a Jewish 
preacher; they did not go to 
Jerusalem to worship. They wor- 
shipped in their half-heathen 
practices out there in Mount 
Gerizim. But Jesus came to the 
well and talked to a woman, a 
poor sorry, shabby woman, who 
had been married five times. 
(That is just about as many times 
as Mary Baker Eddy had been 
married.) Even then she was liv- 
ing with a man that she wasn’t 
married to. And Jesus talked to 
that woman. The first thing He 
knew, she was concerned and her 
heart was hungry. He told her 
about her sins, and she saw her 
need for God and forgiveness and 
salvation. Then Jesus said, “I am 
the Messiah; I am the one you 
are looking for.” She left her 
water pot and ran away, and said 
to the men, “Come, see a man 
who told me everything I did.” 

That moment, in town, some 
of the men were converted that 
had not even seen Jesus. Here 
they came back out of town, the 
whole gang, and many, as soon as 
they saw Him and heard Him 
speak, said, “He is the Messiah; 
there is no doubt about it. He is 
the Messiah. You are right—He 
ig the Messiah.” And what a great 
revival! Jesus stayed there two 
days, two days of wonderful re- 
vival! 

“Why,” you would have said, 
“There is no chance to have a 
revival in Samaria, among those 
half-breeds, part Jew and part 
heathen. You could not have a 
revival] there! Why they would 
not even let Jesus stay overnight 
in their town!” But they did have 
a revival there. The Lord Jesus 
was able; He had the key. ~ 


Consider Jerusalem at Penticost 

I say, revivals were always pos- 
sible in Bible times 

Somebody said to me the other 
day in Cleveland, in the pastors 
meeting, “Well, I tell you now, it 
sure is hard here.” 

And I said, “How would you 
like to get up at Pentecost, right 
after they had crucified Jesus, 
after Judas Iscariot had sold Him 
for thirty pieces of silver, after 
Peter had cursed and swore and 
lied, after all the disciples had 
quit; how would you like to have 
tried a revival campaign here? 
That wouldn’t be easy, would it? 
How would you like to preach to 
that gang? There are the soldiers 
that crucified Jesus. There is the 
Sanhedrin, the high priests that 
condemned him—what do you 
think about that?” Yet when they 
waited ten days and prayed, God 
gave a mighty revival. Three 
thousand were saved in a day, and 


then about five thousand men and 


women, and then multitude both 
of men and women, until one 
great authority says there must 
have heen a hundred thousand 
converts in a few weeks’ time, in 
the great city of Jerusalem. 

What is the real truth? Why, 
the harvest is white all the time: 
You would not have thought it, 
but it was true. So it was in Bible 


thought you were 


times. So it is now. “The harvest 
truly is great, but the labourers 
are few,” and we should pray that 
the Lord of the harvest would 
send out laborers. God has a har- 
vest if He just had any workers. 
The harvest truly is great! 

You think, “In Moody’s day and 
in the days of Wesley, men could 
have revivals.” Listen, did you 
know that civilization was about 
to disintegrate when John Wesley 
came and preached in England? 
Did you know that the French 
Revolution was about to repeat 
itself in England when John Wes- 
ley started the great campaigns 
that spread like wildfire all up 
and down the land? There was no 
way to ride but on horseback. 
There was no communication sys- 
tem otherwise. Yet God wonder- 
fully poured out His power, and 
hundreds and thousands were 
saved in that evangelical revival 
in England. But poor communica- 
tions did not stop the revival be- 
cause the harvest was white. 

The more there is of drinking, 
the more there is of doubting 
God, the more there is of cursing 
and blaspheming and committing 
adultery, the whiter the harvest 
is. It was so then. It is so now. 

In D. Li. Moody’s day they had 
infidel clubs all. over America, 
with the people saying that the 
Bible was a lie. The glory of a 
lot of young manhood all over 
America were Robert Ingersoll 
rand Tom Payne and other infidels. 
Did you know that? It was true— 
so much so that all over America 
when D. L. Moody began his min- 
istry infidelity and blasphemy and 
drunkenness were everywhere. It 
was in the aftermath of the Civil 
War when. Moody came to his 
prime, and when he was in Eng- 
land, he once announced and had 
a service at midnight and had a 
hall filled with three thousand 
men with the plain understanding 
that nobody was invited but infi- 
dels. At the meeting when he 
asked for a favorite hymn, they 
roared with laughter. They had 
no favorite Christian songs. They 
did not know any and they did 
not love what they did know. And 
yet D. L. Moody preached and 
had hundreds saved that night at 
midnight with a bunch of pro- 
fessed atheists and infidels! 

I am just saying that God does 
not have to wait until the times 


are all favorable; God does not, 


have to. wait until everything 
suits men to have revivals. The 
harvest has always been great, in 
Bible times and in modern times, 
when God had the workers to do 
the business He wanted done. 
“For the harvest is great, but the 
labourers are few.” And so it was 
in Bible times. . 
II. Bible Prophecy Promises 
Future Revivals 

Next, I want to call your at- 
tention to the fact that Bible 
prophecy does not indicate there 
will ever come a time when we 
cannot have revivals. The con- 
trary is true. The clear teaching 
of the Bible is that revivals can 
be had at any time. In fact, the 
greatest revivals the world ever 
saw were yet to come. Now, I 
know it is very popular these days 
to say, “Well, we are in the last 
days. Let us eat, drink, and be 
merry, for tomorrow we will be 
raptured.” It is very popular 
these days to say, “Well, there is 
no use trying to win souls; let’s 
everybody have a good time now. 
We will sit down and feast on the 
Bible and let everybody else go to 
Hell, because the world has gone 
so far—we are in the last days, 
and you cannot have revival now.” 

In the first place, nobody 
knows just how near to the last 
days. we are. If you mean that 
general passage from Joel, chap- 
ter two, referring to the®*last days 


|beginning with Pentecost and on, 


all right; we are in that last gen- 
eral season. But how near we are 
to the end, nobody knows. We 
who teach prophecy—and I do; 
We who are premillennial—and I 
am—would do mighty well if we 
would forget about preaching so 
much from the newspapers and go 


back to the Bible teaching on the 
Second Coming. 


rmay be tonight. 


The one great emphasis the 
Bible has all the time is not that 
Jesus is bound to come within 
one generation of 1917, is not that 
you can go in the great pyramid 
and find out when Jesus will come, 
is not that you can turn to the 
book of Daniel and make a day 
mean a year (which it does not) 
and then figure out twenty-five 
hundred and forty years and tell 
when Jesus is coming. No, the 
great emphasis in the Bible is 
that nobody knows when Jesus is 
coming. Be ready all the time. It 
It may be to- 
morrow. Go. ahead and do what 
Jesus is waiting for; get souls 
saved. That is the Bible emphasis 
on the second coming, and we had 
better come back to that. 


You say “Well, Brother Rice, in 
these days there is a great falling 
away.” On the part of whom? 
Not the sinners. They are already 
away. If a fellow is dead, he can- 
not be any “deader,” can he? A 
man who is going to Hell is lost 
already and cannot be any “‘loster,” 
can he? People say, “Well, in 
these days the devil is so busy.” 
Well, if you want to know, he was 
not altogether idle im the days of 
D. L. Moody and R. A. Torrey! 
Where did you get the idea that 
everything changed? That is a 
subtile, but wicked and infamous 
form of modernism. The plain, 
simple truth is that there is not 
any change in the state of a lost 
and fallen man, and there is not 
any change in the power of God. 
There is not any watering down 
of the promises. They are still all 
true. Anything God could ever do, 
He could do now, if He had some- 
body to work through. Sure, there 
is a falling away; and so what? 
The falling away is with us 
preachers. The falling away is 
with a bunch of palavering, un- 
concerned Christians, who do not 
have any convictions, who never 
have any power, who are not 
willing to die for Jesus and not 
willing to give themselves to the 
main business. 


What the Lord prophecies about 
a falling away does not mean lost 
people. They are already away. 
The devil is already in the way, 
but don’t you think that God is 
greater than the devil? Don’t you 
think we still have means by 
which the gospel can be preached 
to sinners? I am _ saying that 
there is never any prophetic 
change which makes it so you 
cannot have revivals. 


Let me give you an illustration 
or two. The Bible talks about a 
great tribulation time, to come 
when Jesus takes away His own. 
In Revelation, I think I will read 
to you an account of one of the 
greatest revivals, greater perhaps 
than any this world has yet seen. 
In Revelation, chapter seven, be- 
ginning with verse nine, 


“After this I beheld, and, lo, a 
great multitude, which no man 
could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
stooc before the throne, and be- 
fore the Lamb, clothed in white 
robes, and palms in their hands.” 
Where did théy come from? 
Verse thirteen, “And one of the 
elders answered, saying unto me, 
what are these which are arrayed 
in white robes? and whence came 
they? And I said unto him, Sir, 
thou knowest. ...” “I do not 
know where you got that many 
converts,” John said, ‘Tell me.” 
And so the answer came, “And 
he said to me, These are they 
which come out of great tribula- 
tion, and have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb.” 

I tell you now, there is going 
to be a revival in the great tribu- 
lation time, the like of which this 
world never saw. Qh, I do not 
encourage anybody to stay. I think 
a lot of people have had their 
best chance and turned down the 
Saviour. If you have turned Him 
down now, you will likely turn 
Him down then, I do not encour- 
age anybody to wait. You may 
die and go to Hell; you may com- 
mit the terrible unpardonable sin, 
you may harden your heart, grieve 
the Holy Spirit, and never be 
saved. Ne»ody is likely to be 


save who postpones the matter. 
But, I say, the Lord is not done 
with revivals. Here it is prophe- 
sied that in the future a great 
host of people that no man can 
number are going to be converted 
in the great tribulation time. 


The Revival When Jesus Returns 
to Earth to Reign 

That is not all. That is not the 
greatest revival yet. There is 
coming a revival when the Saviour 
returns -to the earth. Over in 
Romans the eleventh chapter the 
Scripture’ says about the Jéws, 
“For I would not, brethren, that 
ye should be ignorant of this mys- 
tery, lest ye should be wise in 
your own conceits; that blindness 
in part is happened to Israel, until 
the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in. And so all Israel shall 
be saved: as it is written, There 
shall come out of Sion the De- 
liverer, and shal] turn away un- 
godliness from Jacob.” 

We had in the Cleveland re- 
vival, Feb. 11-March 11, a great 
number of Jews converted. I say 
a great number—I do not know 
how many; but night after night 
a good number of Jews were con- 
verted. We had literally dozens 
and scores of Roman Catholics 
converted in that campaign. We 
had Greek Orthodox people con- 
verted, rumbers of them. We had 
Christian Scientists converted, and 
Jehovah Witnesses converted. We 
saw converted a Japanese girl. 
We had old men and old women 
saved night after night. But what 
I am saying is that here-the Bible 
Says one day, not just a sprinkling 
of Jews, but the whole race of 
Jews that are left alive on the 
earth will turn to God. 

Oh I have longed for that re- 
vival when they shall see Him 
whom they pierced, when they 
shall look on His hands and say 
“What are these wounds in thine 
hands? Then he shall answer, 
Those with which I was wounded 
in the house of my friends.” And 
when they see him and see who 
He is, and the Jews see they have 
rejected their Messiah these gen- 
erations, they will mourn over 
Him in every home as one mourn- 
eth for his first-born. (See Zech. 
12:10 and 13:6.) And God will 
turn the hearts of the nation 
Israel to God in a day, and they 
will be saved. And then it will 
come to pass, as is prophesied in 
Zechariah 13:1 that ‘I will open 
in Jerusalem a fountain for un- 
cleanness. That prophecy i8s-r6t 
talking about Calvary. That is 
talking about the second coming 
when God opens the hearts of 
Jews and takes away the blind- 
ness from their eyes and when a 
nation is turned in a day to God. 

That is the great revival spoken 
of in the second chapter of Joel 
2:28-32. “And it shall come to 
pass afterward, that I will pour 
out my spirit upon all flesh; and 
your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, your young men 
shall see visions: And also upon 
the servants and upon the hand- 
maids in those days will I pour 
out my spirit.” And in those days, 
the great day of the Lord “‘Who- 
soever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.” 

Peter said that pentecost was 
a fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 
But Pentecost was only a brief 
beginning. It was only a little 
typical beginning of what should 
one day happen for the nation of 
Israel. When Paul was converted 
he often told, as he did in I Corin- 
thians, the fifteenth chapter, that 
he was born as one out of due 
time. He said, ‘Oh, my, the Jews 
are going to be converted in that 
great revival, those who are left 
alive. I am just one Jew God 
saved ahead of time.’ 

The great revival, the greatest 
the world has ever seen will come 
yet. Oh, how my heart will de- 

(Continued on page four) 
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lig: when I see those who hated 
the Saviour so long, not dead 
Jew.4, not those who died rejecting 
Him.—those have gone to Hell— 
but when the nation Israel out of 
this torment, trouble, and perse- 
cuti»n turns to God. 


Wry God is not done with re- 
viva:s yet! There is not one word 
of Lible prophecy that gives any- 
body a right to say that God has 
quit having revivals! I say that 
is «n alibi! Preachers say you 
canypt have a revival, because 
they are so cold hearted, so unbe- 
lieving, so powerless; they never 
see a drunkard mad sober, a har- 
lot made pure and an infidel made 
into a believer. I say that is an 
alibi of unbelief and a wicked 
modernism of the heart! We had 
better come back to believe the 
Bible. God is not done with re- 
vivals. It is still true that ‘The 
Harvest is great, but the labour- 
ers are few.” God can have a 
revival if He has anybody He can 
have a revival through. God only 
waits for laborers. Nothing in the 
Bible prophesies that people could 
not have revivals later. 


Jesus Tarries So Souls Will Be 
Saved ; 

For example, do you khow why 
Jesus has not come yet? Back 
in the days of my pastorate and 
Bible conference work I said, “Oh, 
He must come soon. The signs of 
His coming multiply. Morning 
light breaks in the eastern sky.” 
I thought, “Surely He must come 


soon, There are wars and rumors 
of wars. There are earthquakes 
in divers places, and there is such 
a terrible turning away. Surely 
Jesus must come soon.” But why 


has He not come? I will tell you 
why from the Bible. Second Peter 
3:9 says, “The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as some 
men count slackness; but is long- 
suffering to us-ward, not willing 
that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance.” 


‘Jesus, why do you not, come?’ 
‘Well,’ He says, ‘John, I am wait- 
ing for you to get people saved. 
I am not slack concerning all my 
promises about the Second Com- 
ing. I am just concerned about 
sinners. I do not want to cut off 
the opportunity. I do not want 
to snatch out every preacher. I 
do not want to pull every mother 
from her unsaved children and 
every Sunday School teacher from 
her pupils. I want you to get 
people converted. I am only wait- 
ing for that. I am not willing for 
anybody to go to Hell, that is the 
reason I am waiting.” 


It is a false emphasis, it is a 
perversion of the Bible to go 
around and as an alibi for our 
laziness and powerless, no power, 
no press of God upon us, no 
anointing, no tears, no passion and 
no sacrifice,. and say we cannot 
have revivals. We can have re- 
vivals if we are willing to come 
God’s way. “The harvest is great, 
but the laborers are few.” God is 


DR. WELLS’ “CHRIST FOR 
WARREN” CAMPAIGN 


' Fifteen Churches Unite in Great Union Gospel Campaign at 
County Fair Ground at Warren, Ohio. As Many as 
1,400 Attend Single Service; 400 Decisions 
for Christ 


By REV. KENNETH A. AMSLER 


« (Rev. Kenneth A. Amsler, the 
General Chairman of the “Christ 
for Warren” campaign recently 
led by Dr. Robert J. Wells, Asso- 
ciate Editor of The Sword of the 
Lord, sent a fine write-up of the 
campaign. 


A deep concern on the part of 
Pastor Amsler led him to call in 
Rev. Horace Dean for counsel. To- 
gether, after several attempts, 
they were able to enlist several 
churches, until finally fifteen 
churches united in the campaign, 
led by Dr. Wells.) I am glad to 
publish this—John R. Rice. 


“For a time it seemed impos- 
sible to secure a capable evangel- 
ist. Most of the top-ranking, true- 
to-the-Word heralds of the Good 
News were already booked. Let- 
ters, telegrams and telephone calls 
were all answered in the negative! 
But many were praying and God 
in His own time and way directed 
us to just the right man for War- 
ren! Dr. Robert J. Wells, a young 
evangelist, only a few months out 
of the pastorate, was indeed the 
Lord’s man for this campaign. 
His sane, scholarly, Scriptural ser- 
mons were used of God to convict 
and convert. His fearless and fiery 
preaching had strong appeal for 
both the Arminians and Calvinists 
united in the campaign. 


“Henry Holmbo from Chicago, 
young ‘Youth for Christ’ leader, did 
a marvelous job directing the 
chorus choir and the congrega- 
tional singing. As many as 137 at- 
tended the choir rehearsals and 
sang in the chorus. Some of the 
choir numbers were unusually 
touching and beautiful and were 
repeated by popular demand dur- 
ing the campaign. Mr. Holmbo’s 
‘solos and radio ministry were es- 
pecially appreciated. 

“Finally, after much prayer, a 
tent was secured from Rev. John 
Neusbaum of Cleveland. After ;be- 
ing erected it looked fine from the 
‘inside; white duck trimmed with 
,red and blue, 60 feet by 122 feet. 
.God was gracious. We were rained 
‘out only one night—the last Sat- 
i turday we had to move the ‘Youth 


For Christ Rally’ to the United 
Presbyterian Church. And the 
final service was somewhat hin- 
dered by hard showers, intermit- 
tently. 


“The publicity committee did 
one of the best jobs of advertising 
that I have ever witnessed. The 
entire city and surrounding com- 
munity was ‘Christ For Warren’ 
conscious. Dodgers, tickets, signs, 


bumper cards, posters, ads, news 


articles, radio spots, house-to- 
house coverage were all employed 
with good results. 


“On the opening night, June 24, 
over 1,100 pere present. Dr. Wells 
gave a most powerful message on 
‘The Truth About Hell’ and souls 
were saved. Each night souls de- 
cided for Christ. The preaching by 
Dr. Wells was most heart-search- 
ing, plain and powerful. As many 
as thirty seekers came to the in- 
quiry room during a single meet- 
ing. Over 400 made definite con- 
fessions of Christ. 


“The record attendance was on 
Sunday, July 8th, with at least 
1400 crowded under and around 
the tent and many listening to 
the music and message through 
the loud speakers as they sat in 
their cars. Even with adverse 
weather conditions over 1300 were 
present at the closing service, 
July 15th. | 


“By the end of the first week of 
the campaign the expense budget 
was met with several hundred dol- 
lars over. No more offerings were 
received till toward the close of 
the campaign when the love offer- 
ing for the singer and evangelist 
was received. The love offering 
was most liberal, 

‘During the closing’ service 
around 90 per cent of those pre- 
sent voted for another ‘Christ For 
Warren’ campaign next year. 
Many said, ‘This is the greatest 
union effort ever held in Warren.’ 
The Executive Committee and co- 
operating pastors are discussing 
plans for the erection of a per- 
manent tabernacle to house fu- 
ture campaigns.” — 


ready and, the harvest is ready 
if we had laborers. 


III. Some Sinners Always" 
Ready for Salvation 


Now next, I would call your 
attention to this: sinners are al- 
ways ready for revival. I do not 
know why I never learned this 
lesson, God has to show me that 
again and again, but sinners are 
always ready for revivals. Not 
all the sinners, to be sure, but 
always among the families of 
every congregation where there 
are lost people, in every city, 
everywhere, there are great num- 
bers of sinners who are ready for 
the gospel and whom God can 
reach with the gospel if He has 
any workers. Jesus said to these 
seventy workers, ‘I don’t have 
anybody else to go. You are only 
lambs. You are only new converts. 
But go. The harvest truly is great, 
I just don’t have any workers, so 
I am sending you.’ And every- 
where it is true. Stop and con- 
sider these things’ among sinners. 

Sin Does Not Satisfy © 

First, sin does not satisfy the 
human heart. As Augustine, that 
great Catholid@ saint, the doctor of 
Hippo, said, “Our souls, O God, 
are restless till they find their rest 
in Thee.” 

I remember a young woman in 
my church when I was pastor of 
the First Baptist Church of Sham- 
rock, Texas, came one time and 
said to me, “Brother Rice, I have 
a friend who is about to commit 
suicide. I wonder if you would 
talk to her. I don’t want her to 
kil: herself. She is distracted and 
melancholy. She says she has 
about made up her mind that 
there is no use to live. Will you 
talk to her?” 

I said, ‘Bring her to my home.” 
And she did. In my living room I 
sat and talked to this girl. 

She said, “Brother Rice, life is a 
silly business anyway. I don't 
know what I was ever born for. 
I have had everything to make me 
happy. I have lots of friends. I 
have a good eaucation. I run with 
the country club crowd. I have 
had the best of music. I have 
seen all the most interesting 
shows., I have had the dance. I 
have had travel. I have had art 
and literature. And I am sick and 
tired. I wish I had never been 
born. I have a notion to kill my- 
self and get out of this mess. I 
would rather not even live.” 

Notice, it was not that she was 
unhappily married; she was not. 
It was not that she had gotten 
herself in some mess and saw no 
way out; that was not it. But she 
said, “I have tried every kind of 
pleasure. And the next day I feel 
like a fool. Human pleasure never 
does satisfy. I wish I were dead!” 

I said, “That is a foolish way 
to talk.” 

She said, “I don’t think it is. I 
am telling you the truth. I don’t 
see how there is anything in life 
worth living for.” 

I said, “I know how you can 
have a life worth living.” 

She said, “I wish you would tell 
me. how.” 

I said, ‘(Get down here on your 
knees with mé on thfs carpet and 
confess to God that you are a 


poor, lost sinner and need a Sav-|- 


iour. Confess you have tried the 
way of the world and it brings 
heartache and trouble. Tell Him 
you landed in the hog pen of sin 
as the prodigal boy did. Tell Him 
that this world doesn’t satisfy and 
that you want forgiveness and 
peace of conscience and a new 


‘heart. He will save you and give 


you peace.” 
he asked, “Do you think He 
would?” 

I said, “I know He would. If 
you will knee] down here with me, 
confess your sins, ask Jesus to be 
your Saviour, and turn your heart 
over to Him, you will go home 
happy and satisfied.” 

We knelt together and I prayed. 
Her tears wet a spot on the car- 
pet as she sobbed while I prayed. 
Then with stumbling tongue and 
stammering lips she told God she 
wanted forgiveness and peace and 
trusted Him and wept a while. 
Then with glad eyes and face she 
took my hand and said she would 


-~ 
Ne 


take Him as Saviour and trust 
Him. She went home happy. 


“Well,” you say, “there is so 
much sin everywhere, Brother 


Rice, you cannot have a revival.” 
Some preachers make me sick. 
You remind me of the boy who 
went to the picture show for the 
first time when he was twelve 
years old. He came home and said 


to his mother, “Mom, listen, if you 


would ever go to a picture show 
once you would never go to a 
prayer meeting again!” 

A lot of you preachers act as 


to these They have the 
night club. They have the shows. 
They have the ways of the world. 
And that is so much nicer than it 
is to be a Christian.” You hypo- 
crites! You talk as if there is 
nothing to Christ that ever satis- 
fies the human heart! You talk 
as ii you would like to get out 
or a big ‘binge’ yourself and have 
a high old time and get drunk 
this week end! You talk as if you 
did not have any more brains 
than to believe that sin satisfies 
the longing of the human heart. 
Well, if you think that, you are a 


(Continued on page six) 
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SUDDENLY DESTROYED 


(Continued from page one) 


have preached to tens of thou- 
sands of people who have been 
swept suddenly and awfully in the 
presence of God soon after my 
voice had died out in their ears. 
I was preaching in Nashville, 
Tennessee some years ago. On 
the ?nd Tuesday night, Captain 
Ryan, a man who owned all the 
steamboats along the river, came 
forward and asked to be prayed 
for. Shortly one of the pastors 


‘walked up to my side and said, 


“Mr. Jones, that man, Captain 
Ryan, is the most wicked man in 
this city.” 

That night Captain Ryan was 
converted, and he walked up to 
me after the service and said, “I 
want you to come to my house, 
and I want you to see my wife 
and children.” 


I answered, “I cannot come be- 
fore such and such a date.” 


He said, “I will come for you 


‘on that day.” 


On the morning of the day ar- 
ranged, he was at the service; 
and after the service we got into 
a buggy, and rode up to his splen- 
did home. When we got out of 
the buggy, he introduced me to 
the mayor of the city, and three 
captains of boats which he him- 
self owned, also two lawyers and 
other influential men of Nash- 
ville. . 

Presently Mr. Ryan’s wife 
walked in, and I was introduced 
to her; and after a few moments 
of conversation, she said, “Now, 
gentlemen, the dinner is ready.” 
As we crossed the hall into a 
large dining room, the captain 
took my arm, “Mr. Jones” he 
said, “not one of these four prom- 
inent men is religious, and I want 
the last one of them brought to 
Christ.” 

He put me at the head of the 
table. The mayor of the city sat 
directly on my right, and at his 
side one of the captains. Im- 
mediately on the left side were 
the two other captains — four 
great big stalwart men. I ad- 
dressed my conversation right to 
those four men, pressing Chris- 


_tianity.and the question of re- 


ligion on them with alli the force 
I could; incidentally mentioning 
the fact that within twelve 
months there would be sudden 
deaths among those sitting at the 


; table. 


After the meal was over, we 
parted; and’ not one of the four 
men became a Christian or came 
to the meetings. 

I had not been away from 
Nashville three months, when the 
steamboat captain who had sat 
next to the mayor on my right 
hand side, walked up to his home. 
When his feet struck the front 
porch of his home, he fell with 


a heavy thud; and he was dead 
when his wife and_ children 
reached him. . 


Not three months more had 
passed, when the man who had 


Sat on my left, just as he stepped 
on his boat and as the boat start- 
ed to move off, fell to his face 
and never spoke another word. 
Not two months more had passed 
when Captain Ryan sent me a 
paper from Nashville in which I 
noticed that the steamboat cap- 
tain who had sat second to my 
left went suddenly into the pres- 
ence of God. A few days later, 
I read that the mayor of the city 
had been out hunting, and when 
he was loading his gun, the gun 
went off, putting the whole load 
of shot into his head. He fell 
forward and never breathed an- 
other breath. And so before I had 
been away from that town twelve 
months, those four stalwart men 
had all> been suddenly called into 
the presence of God. 


“He, that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall sudden- 
ly be destroyed, and that without 
remedy.” 


I was preaching at a Tennessee 
camp meeting a few years ago, 
and we were having great crowds 
there. On a certain day, a young 
man who had been in the back 
of the tent standing up while I 
was preaching, turned on his foot 
with an oath on his lips and said, 
'“T have had enough of that.’ 


He went out and went towards 
the railroad station. There was 
a freight train passing at that 
time which was going about eight 
or ten miles an hour. That young 
man grabbed at the side irons of 
the train, lost his grip and rolled 
under the wheels, and was in the 
presence of God almost before I 
was done speaking. 

I was preaching at Gainsville, 
Mississippi, some three or four 
years ago. There were only a 
few more days left of the meeting. 
. The next morning Pastor Brown 
came up to me and said that he 
had passed two saloonkeepers on 
the street that morning, and had 
asked them to Close up their 
saloons and come down and hear 
Sam Jones. They said, ‘Does 
Jones think we can close up our 
business and go down to hear a 
man like him talk?” 

I mentioned this incident in the 
meeting, and said that two saloon- 
keepers of that town had cursed 
on the street and said they would 
not close up their places of busi- 
ness to hear the. Word of God. I 
said, “I have seen doors closed 
with black crepe tied on the knob; 
they had better look out.” 

_ The next morning I left Gains- 
ville. One of the saloonkeepers 
who had said this came down 
town early in the morning to open 
his saloon, and just as he unlocked 
the door and pushed it open, he 
fell in the doorway; and he lay 
there dead, when the first police- 
man came around on his beat that 
morning. Dead before his wife 


Mr. Brown sent me a marked 
copy of the paper a few days later 


which said that the other saloon- 


and children could say “Good-by’”! 


keeper went up to his home and 
fell on the floor as he was going 
in, and was dead when his wife 
got to him. There were black 
crepes on the doors of those two 
saloons. 

And, mark my words, there are 
men in this town that are cursing 
the meeting and cursing on the 
street, who will be suddenly 
struck down. I am not a prophet, 
nor the son of a prophet, but you 
will have deaths in this town that 
will startle you, before the last 
day of this very month. Mark it! 
God has said it! There are people 
in this town that are turning 
against God and despising His 


sixty days of their lives! and 
every time you turn your back on 
God and walk off from His mercy, 
you are refusing the greatest offer 
that a man can ever make. 

“He that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall sudden- 
ly be destroyed, and that with- 
out remedy.” 


Years ago, a corps of civil en- 
gineers came to a little town in 
Pennsylvania, and went up into 
the mountains and examined the 
dam that controlled the waters of 
the stream that flowed down in 
the valley. They came back to 
the valley and said to the people 
of the town, “The dam is unsafe. 
The people of the valley are in 
constant danger.” The people said 
to them, “You can’t scare us.” 

That fall, thé men came back 
to the valley and examined the 
dam again, and said-to the people 
of the valley, “We warn you 
people again; you are in danger 
every hour.” They laughed again, 
and said, “Scare us if you can.” 

It was not fifteen days later 
that a boy, with his horse on a 
dead run, came down the valley 
shouting, “Run for your lives! The 
dam has gone, and the water is 
coming.” The people only laughed 
at him, but he did not wait to 
hear their laughter; he went on 
down the valley, still shouting 
this warning. In a very few min- 
utes the water came, and in less 
than thirty minutes after it struck 
the town, Johnstown was in ruins, 
and more than 3,700 of those who 
had been in the town were in the 
presence of God. 

You have been reproved many 
a time, yourself and frightened 
many a time, and yoy set there 
and say, “Scare me if you can’; 
“Get me by frightening me if 
you can.” But on God’s judgment 
day, you will run and call on the 
rocks and the mountains to hide 
your soul from God’s just fire. 


God gets closest to the man who 
is honest with his own soul and 
feels his need of Christ. God help 
you to pray about this “I am not 
to be frightened into Christianity!” 


“He, that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall sudden- 
ly 
remedy.” 

It is an awful thing to die, any- 
way;-but to die without a moment 
to pray, without a moment to 
counsel the wife, without a mo- 
ment to talk with the children; 
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mercy, some of them in the last) 


be destroyed, and without 


to be struck down SUDDENLY! 

I don’t know when I shall die, 
or where I may go down, whether 
in a railroad wreck, or in a storm 
at sea; or I might go down on a 
wagon, or I might drop dead with 
heart failure; I don’t know how 
I shall die, but I know I prefer 
to die easily. I know I deserve 
to die suddenly. I may be taken 
with a stroke of paralysis, and 
have to be carried to the train 
and from the depot up to the old 
home where I have lived. for 
years, into the room where I have 
sat and talked for hours at night 
with my wife and children. 

I would suffer and linger there 
for days, talking to them about 
the responsibilities that would 
rest upon them when I was gone, 
about right living; and when the 
last day would:come and the last 
night would come, and the doctor 
had picked up his things and gone, 
wife and children would stand 
around my couch, and I would bid 
them live good lives; at the last 
‘moment I would turn to my wife 
and speak the last words of my 
heart to her, and bid her to be 
faithful to the end; I would kiss 
them all good-night and go home 
as happy as any schoolboy ever 
went home from school. But to 
die suddenly, and without a word 
of counsel to the wife, without a 
word of comfort to the children, 
without a moment to utter any- 
thing to this world! 

Suddenly destroyed, and that 
without remedy”! How we look to 
remedies here. Millions of dollars 
are spent in patent medicines, 
doctoring, and all that sort of 
thing; and it shows how men 
dread death, and how they lean 
on remedies, and how they look 
to remedies to heal and remedies 
to effect cure; but, “without 
remedy”! 

The saddest hour I ever saw 
was after ten weeks of suffering 
and hard work, when my wife was 
sick. That night the doctor came 
to me and said, “I now break to 
you the saddest news that ever 
fell on human ears. Your wife 
cannot live.” 


I said, “Doctor do you mean 
it?” 
He said, “The symptoms now 


say that remedies are useless.” 
I went into the upper chamber 


of my home, and turned my face 
toward God and said, “O Lord 
Jesus Christ, who raised Lazarus 
from the dead when he had been 
buried four days; who said, ‘Come 
forth Lazarus,’ and he _ stepped 
forth and drew the napkin from 
his face, and the graveclothes 
off him, and walked home with 
his sisters; keep the words that 
you spoke that day, and spare my 
wife.” She lives today, cured by 
that only one remedy of God. 

The day will come to you 
father, mother, man, ‘woman, 
when your doctor will pick up his 
medicines and go, and you will 
turn your eyes toward humans 
and human instruments, and they 
will say, “No remedy.” That is 
the time when you will turn your 
eyes from human remedy tod God? 
and God shall sit upon His throne 
and say, “No remedy.” There 
will be no remedy in human 
power, and no remedy in Heaven 
for you. 


I want every man of you here 
to settle this question tonight; 


either surrender your life here to- 
night, or deliberately make -up 
your mind to run to ruin, 


“He, that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall sudden- 


ly be destroyed, and that without 
remedy.” 


After preaching this sermon, 
the evangelist took the train for 
his next. appointment. Strange to 
relate, this was his last sermon, 
He died on the train that night. 
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Friday, August 3, 1945 


Sword Conference on. 
Evangelism Big Success 


By Editor John R. Rice 


For seven great days, July 15-21, 
the Sword of the Lord Conference 
on Evangelism at Winona Lake 
Conference Grounds proceeded 
with great blessing from God. 
Hundreds of people took’ up the 
available accommodations; great 
crowds gathered in the Audi- 
torium and later in the great Billy 
Sunday Tabernacle day after day. 
There were six services daily; at 
7:00 a. m., 9:00, 10:00, and 11:00 
a. m.; then the Hillside service in 
the open air at 6:30 and the eve- 
ning service in the Auditorium at 
7:45. 


The attendance came from prac- 
tically all over the United States 
and Canada. It exceeded the 
fondest expectations of the 
Winona Lake assembly manage- 
ment and of other Christian lead- 
ers. The comments of those who 
attended are quoted elsewhere in 
this paper. A number of people 
said that the attendance was 
greater than at any other confer- 
ence held at Winona Lake for 
many years, except the annual 
Bible Conference, and that the at- 
tendance equaled or exceeded that 
of many of the Bible Conference 
services. 


The spirit and enthusiasm and 
God’s anointing on the speakers 
were wonderful. Again and again 
speakers and those in attendance 
who testified stated that they had 
seen nothing like this conference 
for twenty years. Many preachers 
from far and near said it was the 
highest hour of their ministry, the 
' greatest blessing they had ever re- 
ceived. 


EVANGELIST HYMAN AP- 
PELMAN, famous evangelist and 
soul-winner, brought six or seven 
tremendous messages, and stirred 
and blessed the hearts of all the 
crowd. This pre-eminent soul 
winner, this noble-souled, spirit- 
filled preacher was always power- 
ful, 


DR. BOB JONES, founder and 
president of Bob Jones College, 
thrilled our hearts again and 
again. He is an old-time evangel- 
ist, and preached with tears and 
pathos and power. 


DR. JOE HENRY HANKINS, 
evangelist of Pine Bluff, Arkansas, 
brought some great messages from 
his tender heart, with an urgency 
befitting this man who has been 
used in great revival campaigns 
recently in Pontiac, Michigan, and 
Bellingham, Washington, with 
many churches cooperating and 
with hundreds saved. 


REV. JESSE M. HENDLEY of 
Atlanta, Georgia, was specially 
fine on personal soul-winning, on 
preaching against sin, on produc- 
ing conviction, and similar sub- 
jects. His messages were so 
thoroughly prepared and so def- 
initely anointed of God that many 
were blessed. 


DR. SAM MORRIS of the Voice 
of Temperance broadcast brought 
good messages on “Revival and 
Reform,” etc. We were glad to 
have him with us. . 

REV. G. P. COMER, pastor of 
the First Methodist Church of 
Waco, Texas, brought blessing in 
his singing as well as his speaking, 
and endeared himself to many. 

EVANGELIST CLIFFORD 
LEWIS was specially popular with 
young people, and added to the 
conference by a hillside message 
and again at a late evening serv- 
ice where a number of young peo- 
ple surrendered to full-time Chris- 
tion service. 

EVANGELIST ROLFE BARN- 
ARD of Montgomery, Alabama, 
refreshed our hearts wth powerful 
appeals to pray through for re- 
vival and for boldness in preach- 
ing against sin and winning souls. 

DR. ROBERT J. WELLS, Asso- 
ciate Editor of the Sword Of The 
Lord, was director of the confer- 
ence. He presided with dignity 
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AGAIN AVAILABLE 


A Quest for Souls 


Evangelistic and Revival Sermons by Dr. George W. Truett 


Dr. Truett has recently gone to heaven. He was the 
pastor of the First Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas, with 
7,300 members—had been pastor there for nearly fifty 
years. He was president of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, president of the Baptist World Alliance. He was 
by all odds the most popular conservative, or orthodox, 


In this book we have Dr. Truett at his best. 
stenographically 
preached in an evangelistic campaign in Ft. Worth, 
Texas, with two great Baptist churches co-operating. 
Each sermon is followed by the prayer Dr. Truett of- 
This editor of The Sword of the Lord be- 


Here are 
reported as 


lieves that they are among 
the most winsome, heart- 
warming sermons he ever read. 
They lead sinners to Christ. 


Here is a gfeat book of 379 
pages, beautifully bound in 
cloth, with a lovely jacket. 
Every preacher, every mis- 
sionary, every soul winner 
would be helped greatly and 
blessed by this book. Every 
home ought-to have it. We 
are so anxious to see this book 
gotten out that we will gladly 
guarantee to refund the money 
of anyone who is not pleased 
with the book and returns it 
in good condition. $425 
Price only i 


ORDER TODAY FROM 


SWORD of the LORD PUBLISHERS 


214 W. Wesley 


Wheaton, IIl. 


and grace, he was wise and spirit- 
ual, and made a place for himself 


in all hearts. He also brought two 
messages which were specially 
helpful, one on Advertising A Re- 
vival Campaign, another on “Be 
filled with the Spirit.” 


It was my privilege to speak five 
or six times in the conference, and 
then to open the conference for 
Youth For Christ on the Sunday 
night following. I am grateful to 
God for the great crowd, for the 
deep moving of the Holy Spirit 
on all of our hearts, and the mani- 
fest results. 


There were many confessions of 
sin. A number of pastors felt led 
to prepare and offer themselves 
for full-time evangelistic work. 
Scores of young people _ sur- 
rendered for full-time Christian 
service. 

Those in attendance at the con- 
ference whose fellowship and 
testimony were a real blessing, 
beside the official speakers, in- 
cluded Mrs. W. A. Sunday (wife 
of Billy Sunday); Dr. J. Palmer 
Muntz, Buffalo, N. Y.; Evangelist 
Charles Weigle, author of the 
song, “No One Ever Cared For 
Me Like Jesus,”’; Evangelist 
George Bennard, author of the 


world’s most popular Christian' 


song, “The Old Rugged Cross,”; 
Rev. D. E. Shellhamer of the Free 
Methodist Church, author of many 
books, faithful in attendance, 
earnest in his attention and con- 
tinually prayerful and cooperative 
(Dr. Shellhamer purchased fifty 
subscriptions to The Sword of the 
Lord for pastors of his denomina- 
tion); Evangelist George T. 
Stephens, who has led many thou- 
sands to Christ and has recently 
been greatly blessed in his work 
for the Pocket Testament League 
among servicemen; and Joseph 
Hakes, evangelist and Executive 
Secretary of the new Association 
for the Evangelization of Jews. 


Hundreds of pastors were pres- 
ent. 

Over a thousand new subscrip- 
tions for The Sword of the Lord 
were obtained, and a movement 
set on foot to advance the circu- 
lation to fifty thousand before the 
year’s end. Dr. Bob Jones led 
in this movement before the con- 
ference. 


In a dinner given by The Sword 
of the Lord for members of the 
International Association of Evan- 
gelists, forty-seven evangelists 
were present.“ I suspect that sev- 
enty-five or eighty full-time evan- 
gelists were present; altogether, in 
the service, though some could not 
stay the full time. 


At a two hour meeting of eight 
or nine Christian leaders, the 
editor and associate editor of The 
Sword of the Lord were urged to 
consider setting up a series of 
such large Conferences on Evan- 
gelism in strategic centers all over 
America. The matter is now un- 
der advisement and is a matter of 
serious prayer on the part of Dr. 
Wells and myself. Pastors from 
three leading American cities have 
already approached us about such 
Conferences on Evangelism in 
their cities. 


Next year a bigger and better 
Conference on Evangelism is 
planned for Winona Lake. The 
time is July 7 through 14, from 
Sunday night through the follow- 
ing Sunday afternoon. We cor- 
fidently expect the attendance to 
be doubled. We urge pastors and 
Christian workers to plan their 
vacations now so as to attend this 
remarkable conference where re- 
vival fires are fanned and where 
soul-winning is taught and prac- 
ticed. ‘We believe that a few such 
Conferences on Evangelism at- 
tended by some thousands of 
preachers and other thousands of 
Christian workers will inevitably 
result in a tidal wave of revival 
and large-scale soul-winning in 
America. God grant it! 
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REVIVAL NOW... 


(Continued from page four) 


big double-dyed fool, I tell you 
right now. The more people try 
out sin, the more room there is for 
revivals! 


Listen to me! I have preached 
in jails all over America. You can 
get a man saved -in a jail when 
you could not get him saved when 
he was outside. You can get a 
man saved in the hospital when 
you could not get him saved when 
he was well.. You can get people 
saved in wartime when you could 
not get them saved when there 
was not any war. You can get a 
man saved when he is a drunkard 
when you could ‘not get him saved 
if he were not a drunkard. The 
more sin there is, the more people 
need God! 

I talked to a man who had been 
in the automobile business. He 
had had a great distributor’s posi- 
tion in the automobile field and 
had lots of men working for him. 
He had a great plant with lots of 
money invested. He was making 
money hand over fist. ‘Then the 
war came. He complained to me, 
“I could not get any automobiles 
to sell. I went into the second- 
hand car business, and then the 
army drafted all my salesmen. 
Then I thought I would specialize 
in tires, gasoline and _ repairs. 
Then the tires were all rationed, 
and the gasoline was rationed. I 
am about to go busted! I can’t 
even get enough men to run my 
repair department. I. am in an 
awful shape—I am sure about 
ruined. I don’t know what I am 
going to do!” 

I laughed at him and said, 
“Thank God, no war will ever take 
away the business I am in. Noth- 
ing will ever make it so men will 
not need the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Nothing will ever make it so they 
will not need new hearts and 
peace and salvation and the hope 
of Heaven. Men will need that all 
the time, and always some sinners 
are ready for the gospel.” 

I was in. Philadelphia and 
preached on soul winning in the 
Spruce Street Baptist Church. 
After the service a woman came 
weeping and said, “Oh, you make 
me want to win souls! I would if 
I lived somewhere else. If I lived 
in another part of town, I would.” 

I said, ‘What about where you 
live now?” 

She said, “Well, you know this 
part of Philadelphia is full of Jews 
and Catholics.” 


I said, “Do you suppose when 
a Catholic mother loses a baby, it 
never bothers her at all? Do you 
think she never wonders whether 
she will ever see it again? Do 
you think when a Jewish mother 
loses her baby she doesn’t need 
comforting? There are plenty of 
people with hungry hearts around 
here.” 


In, Dallas I was deeply touched. 
I preached plain and straight and 
hard on race track gambling. I 
bore down and announced it in 
The Dallas News in a big paid ad 
and had a great crowd. A Catholic 
woman said to Mrs. Browning, a 
member of my church, “Will you 
tell your pastor something for 
me?” 

Mrs. Browning said, “Yes, what 
is it?” 

She said, “Tell your pastor— 
you call him Brother Rice—tell 
him I p for him every day. Oh, 
I just h there was somebody 
else to preach like that. My boy 
is gambling away his life and run- 
ning with drunkards, and there is 
not anybody to do anything about 
it. Tell your preacher I pray for 
him every day.” 

Listen! We had just as well 
make up our minds that every- 
where there are human hearts, sin 
comes in and men need God. Their 
hearts are hungry. Why, you 
would not go four blocks from 
this place until you would find 
some woman who has a star in the 
window. How proud she was, with 
a quiet, sad proudness; and then 
the word came, a telegram from 
the War Department, saying, “We 
regret to inform you...” If you 
went today you could say, “I want 
tc tell you that I know just how 
you can see your loved one again.” 
Or, “I want to tell you hoW you 
can make sure of Heaven and 
have peace for this aching heart.” 
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You would not get four blocks 
from this place until you would 
find somebody all burdened and 
heart-hungry. And how glad they 
would be to hear you speak! Why, 
you would not go a block from 
this place until you could find 
somewhere a home and a mother. 
In the morning when the lunch 
pails are packed and the children 
are gone to school, and Hubby has 
gone to work, she cannot settle 
down to her dishes or go on with 
the housework very well. She goes 
and looks in a bureau drawer and 
takes out the baby book. There 
is the name of the little one, when 
he was born. And there is a little 
lock of blonde hair, tied with blue 
baby ribbon. There is the imprint 
of the foot that was made at the 
hospital, instead of a thumb print. 
‘There is the snapshot when he was 
a year old. Here is the first time 
he said, “Mama,” and here is the 
date he got his first tooth. Then 
there is the time when the little 
one died. There is a sprig from 
the wreath of flowers at the grave. 
The mother’s heart is so hungry, 
and her arms are so empty! She 
wonders whether she can ever see 
her little one again. And you say 
you cannot have a revival! God 
have pity on us, a bunch of half- 
hearted hypocrites who do not 
really mean business for God! 


The world is dying for Jesus and 
what we have. We can have a 
revival if we mean business. The 
harvest is white. That is not the 
trouble; it is not on the side of 
the unconverted. The trouble is 
on the part of Christian people. 
“The harvest is great, but the 
laborers are few.” 

I preach boldly, and I will tell 
you why I do. I have some inside 
dope, that is why. You think I 
will drive everybody away? No, I 
will not. I am going to preach 
here about a week from tomorrow 
night on “The Scarlet Sin, Adul- 
tery.” I will preach the plainest 
sermon you have ever. heard. 
Somebody says, “Why, Brother 
Rice, aren’t you afraid you will 
hurt somebody’s feelings?” Well, 
if I have not lost the old punch, 
I will! Unless I have lost my 
footing; unless I am getting old 
and losing out; unless God is quit- 
ting me, I will hurt somebody’s 
feelings. Some of your faces are 
going to be mighty red by the 
time I get through on Saturday 
night. And I am going to go down 
the line on a number of sins other 
nights, too. Do you know why I 
am bold to do it? I will tell you 
why: I have secret information. 
I know well and good the burning 
conscience; I know that within 
the gate of your heart I have a 
partner who says, “What that 
preacher says is so; you are a 
sinner and you know it. You can- 
not get away from it.” 

The other night in the Cleve- 
land revival a man came to accept 
Christ as Saviour. He said to me, 
“I heard you Sunday night. I 
went home, but I couldn’t forget 
it. I work at night, so I went to 
m: work. All night long I mislaid 
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my tools and could not okt my 
mind on my business. I didn’t 
know what in the world was the 
matter. I could not forget it. I 
remembered one thing you said. 
You said, ‘If you are still con- 
victed, that is a sign that you can 
still be saved.’ So I came back to 
ge* it settled tonight.” 

I know well and good there is a 
conscience—“that little spark of 
celestial fire, called conscience,” 
as George Washington said in his 
diary. I know well and good that 
everywhere there is sin, there is 
a need for God. Every evangelist 
who is really getting people saved 
will bear witness to that fact. 
Anywhere in America I can get 
lost people to hear me preach, I 
get some of them saved. I am not 
much of a preacher; I just have 
a good Saviour and a good gospel 
—just the kind hungry hearts 
need. Drunkards need it! Harlots 
need it! Convicts need it! And 
the up-and-out need it! Church 
members need it! Catholics need it 
and Jews need it. I bear you wit- 
ness now; listen to me: anywhere 
in America you get me a crowd 
with a good proportion of uncon- 
verted in it, a lot of them are 
going to be converted. You get 
Christian people to praying and 
working, get them to loving God, 
have old-time preaching and the 
power of God, and God is going 
to give a revival. He is going to 
reach sinners. The trouble is not 
with the unconverted; the trouble 
is with the saints of God, with the 
church of God—with the preach- 
ers, the Sunday School teachers 
and the deacons! We need some- 
body to go get them, that is all. 
“The harvest truly is great, but 
the labourers are few.” 

Oh, the hungry, hungry hearts 
of lost sinners! Week before last 
a woman, a maid in the hotel, 
when I said, “Are you a Chris- 
tian?” said, “No, but I want to be. 
I am sick and tired of my sins.” 
With burden and passion she said 
it! It was not any trouble to win 
her. All over this country there 
are sick and hungry hearts. 
Everywhere I go there is some 
manewhose drinking is about to 
cause him to lose his job, or about 
to break his home up. I have seen 
them put their heads in their 
hands and say, “Brother Rice, just 
tell me how I can get hold of 
myself and quit this dirty habit, 
clean up, and have my home 
happy again!” I know a way. I 
have the answer, thank God! And 
you can have it, too. This world 
is ready for revival when the 
saints of God get ready. The har- 
vest is white! The harvest is 
great! Sinners are ready. 

IV. God Always Ready for 

Revival 

And here is another thing: God 
is always in favor of revivals. God 
is ready, too. There are two or 
three wonderful things about that. 

A lot of you people say, “Well, 
in these days circumstances are 
bad.” I remember a_ preacher 
brother to whom I talked some 
time ago. I said to him, “Well, 
how are you today?” 


20 TH 


CENTURY 
RECORDING 


© For Religious Broadcasting 
@ For Your Family Altar 
® For Lasting Gifts 


MUSICAL LIBRARY 
OF HYMNS 
8 Hymns—Your Choice 
Records and Album . $6.50 


OPEN BIBLE 
RECORDING STUDIO 
1814 Crocker Street 


Des Moines 14, lowa 


by 


Mrs. Richard K. 


“TYPES AND MYSTERIES IN JOHN” 


Mrs. Martha Sill Nicholson: “This book is wonderful, 
I consider your books 
i in a aan “This bye is | 
and very rho ve. yes, and very 
Dr. Louis S. Chater: 


— is U. 3 "Abell, the = og it because ao merit.” 


pasts ge e « fascinating book, fall of deep ~~, 


reorder from n THE BOOK ‘winistaY 
18100 Cornwall Rd., Cleveland 19, Ohio 


LeBaron W. Kinney 


about the finest in my library.” 
ust about perfect, 


utiful.” 
“I trust it may have the sale 


made the sketch for 
been reading it and am delighted with it.” 


He said, “Very well, under the 
circumstances.” 


I said, “Get out from under the 
circumstances!”” Doesn’t the Bible 
say that you are not under cir- 
cumstances, but under grace? 
Well, not just that, but it is true. 
Thanks be to God, God can do as 
much with no circumstances as 
He can with any circumstances, if 
He has somebody to believe Him, 
if He has somebody to obey Him, 
if He has the laborers. God does 
not have to wait until the devil 
gets everything right for Him to 
have a revival. God does not have 
to have the dead man already 
brought to life before He gets him 
up off his bed. Let the Lord do 
the miracles. He can! 


God’s Grace Always Sufficient for 
. Revivals 

There are certain things that 
make it so God can always have 
revivals. O _ is the grace of God. 
Oh, marvelous, infinite, matchless 
grace—-the grace of God! People 
say, “But, Brother Rice, | sin 
abounds so much. There is sin 
everywhere. There is drunkenness 
and lewdness. Moral conditions 
are unthinkable!” People every- 
where I go say that. They talk 
about child delinquency, and girls 
gone wrong, and the lewdness in 
the army camps, and so on. It is 
terrible; yes, that is right. Sin 
abounds. But did you ever hear 
this: “Where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound?” (Rom. 
9:20.) God has more grace than 
the devil has sin! There is grace 
enough for all our sins! 


Do you really believe that the 
world has gotten too bad for God? 
Do you believe that He just did 
not forsee all the sin and did not 
furnish enough grace for these 
days? Do you believe He had 
enough grace back in the days of 
Pentecost, and grace enough at 
Mount Carmel, but does not have 
enough for these days? NO! 
“Where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound.” 

I wonder, do. you believe John 
3:16 which says, “God so loved 
the world?” Do you believe God 
has a passion for a dying world? 
Do you believe if the Lord Jesus 
had it to do over, if He knew the 
wickedness and the blasphemy, 
the lust and the money madness, 
the pleasure-craziness of this 
world—do you believe He would 
die for sinners? Do you believe 
that if Jesus had it to do over, 
He would have love enough for 
this generation to die? 


Could we not then expect God 
to give revival these days? If God 
loves sinners with an unquencha- 
ble love, and runs after them with 
the Holy Ghost; if the blood of 
Calvary is enough for every kind 
of sin, and if the’ Gospel is still 
the power of God unto salvation, 


{why couldn’t God have revivals? 


If God’s unlimited, infinite love 
and grace for poor, undone sin- 
ners is still sufficient, don’t you 
think that basis is enough to start 
revivals on? 


God’s Word Is Still ‘The Power of 
God Unto Salvation’ 

But wait, that is not the only 

basis we have. There is the Bible, 

the Word of God. “The gospel of 


Paul was a little old-fogey. I know 
that way back there people did not 


know whether they had quite as 
bad honky-tonks then; so, of 
course, this may be a little out 
of date now. But Paul said, “TI 
am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ; for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that 
believeth.” Does anybody here 
pretend to say that it is not suffi- 
cient for today, too? You funda- 
mental preachers, you Baptist 
preachers, and the rest of you, do 
you really believe we had better. 
leave off the old Bible and start 
having book reviews in the pulpit, 
and news comments? Do you 
really believe the Bible is out of 
date? You are going to have to 
take one side or the other, my 
preacher friend. Either the Bible 
is still God’s sufficient message, or 


it is not. It is stil] sufficient! It 


grace,” Paul could say. I know| 


have the radios. And I do not! 


is still the power of God unto sal- 
vation. It is the Sword of the 
Spirit still. It can be like a ham- 
mer—‘“Is not my word like as a 
fire? saith the Lord; and like a 
hammer that breaketh the rock 
in pieces?” (Jer. 23: 29). This 
Word of God is sufficient? My 
preacher brethren, we have in our 
hands the dynamite of God when 
we have the Word of God and 
preach it in the power of the 
Spirit. 

Why should we not have revi- 
vals now if ever anybody had 
them? You know, I am not much 
of a preacher, but I have the same 
gospel D. L. Moody had. I believe 
what D. L. Moody did about sin. 
I believe what D. L. Moody did 
about Calvary and grace and the 
blood of Christ and about faith 
in Christ. I believe what he 
preached and believed about the 
power of the Holy ‘Spirit. And we 
ought to come back and preach 
it again and experience it again— 
the flood-tides, the baptism, if you 
want to call it that, of the Holy 
Ghost. All right, I say, why should 
we not have, if we have the same 
gospel, the same revivals? Since 
the Bible is not out of date, God 
is ready for revival. 


The Holy Spirit Can Still 
Convict and Save 
Another thing: do you believe 
in the miracle-working power of 
the Holy Ghost that convicts sin- 
ners? Do you believe God knows 
how to tackle hard hearts? Do 
you believe God knows how to 
reach the person you cannot 

reach? 


A woman said to me, “Now 
what can I do? My husband 
doesn’t like this and doesn’t like 
that—how can I reach my hus- 
band?” 

I said, “Lady, your husband isn’t 
your problem. All you need to do 
is to really get hold of Heaven 
and get the door open that you 
are knocking on, in Heaven. God 
attends to your husband, you just 
attend to God. You just really get 
hold of God, and God will reach 
your husband.” 


Do you not see what we need? 
We do not have to change hearts; 
I cannot. We do not have to make 
drunkards sober; I cannot do that. 
We do not have to make harlots 
pure; I could not do that. We do 
not have to get infidels made into 
believers—that is the work of God, 
the miracle-working Spirit of God. 
Oh, I thank God I have seen the 
Spirit work until men sobbed and 
sobbed; until old men with canes 
came and had to be helped into 
the inquiry room. I have seen 
women with trembling lips and 


snow-white hair come to accept 
Christ as Saviour. I saw it last 
week in Cleveland, Ohio. A Jew 
came one night, and as I met him 
and .took his hand (I would not 
let them go at first into the in- 
quiry room; I made everyone come 
directly to me, as I stood on a 
lower platform), I said, “Do you 
realize we are all sinners?” 


He said, “I don’t know about 
everybody, but I know I have been 
a big one.’ 


I said to him, “Jesus Christ died 
for sinners, and He loves you and 
is ready to save you. If you are 
ready, He is ready to save you. 
If you will trust Him as your 
Saviour, He wants you. He is 
ready to save you now.” 

He said, “I am ready right now,” 
and on he went to be dealt with 
with the Scriptures and the Word | 
of God and prayer. I tell you now, 
we can have revivals. When the 
Spirit of God moves on hearts, 
why couldn’t you have a revival? 

Now what is it, Are sinners too 
hard? No. We don’t let the Spirit 
have His way. The trouble is not 
with the harvest; it is with the 
laborers. You see, God can have 
revivals. 


Revivals Possible As Long As 
God Answers Prayer | 

And there is another thing: we 
have a prayer-hearing God. We 
have a whole lot of lying on this 
business; we have a whole lot ol 
hypocrisy.. We talk about answer- 
ed prayer; but if we really be- 
lifved, we would set out to find 
the face of God. I am going to 
call for a night of prayer next 
week sometime. I am going to see 
if you mean business around here, 
Do you want a revival; do you 
want somebody saved? Do you 
really believe you can wait on 
God, seek Him with all your heart, 
confess your sins before God, clean 
house before God, make restitu- 
tion where necessary and find 
God’s favor? Do you believe you 
can really reach God by prayer? 
Do you believe God answers pray- 
er; do you? We will give you a 
chance to say whether you really 
mean business about that next 
week, God willing. 

I will tell you now, we all need 
to come back to the Divine equip- 
ment ‘sod has given us. With God’s 
love and grace, with that miracle- 
working Sword of the Spirit and 
the power of the Holy Ghost upon 
us, we can have revivals again. 
God is always ready to have re- 
vivals! 


V. But God’s Revival Waits 
on Laborers 


I come to the last word; listen 


carefully. God is always ready to 


P 


VITAL 


ie 


ROPHECY MONTHLY 


OFFICIAL HANDBOOK OF COMPACT 
INFORMATION PUBLISHED BY 


American Prophetic League, Inc. 


tion of facts and Scripture. 
be sold on it. 


‘Read by prophetic students the world around because there’s point 
and punch in every conviction-laden sentence and a Sane presenta- 
When you see a sample copy, you'll 


ONE DOLLAR FOR YEAR 
Address PROPHECY, Box BB, Sta. Eagle Rock 
Los Angeles 41, Calif. 


Yol. 1. . | they 25 

Vol. il. Gen. 25 thru Num 9? 
Vol. tll Num. 9? thru | Sam. 3. 
Vol. IV 1! Sam. 4 thru 

Vol. V. Ps. | thru Isa. 41. 
Vol. Yi. Isa. 53 thru Mal. 3. 
Vol. Vil. Matt. | thru Mark 6. 


Price, Each, $1.25; Set 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 


WELLS of LIVING WATER 


A Series of 14 Volumes 
By R. E. Neighbour 


Covers a large part of the Bible, Book by Book from Geneste to 
Revelation, each volume containing at least thirty expositions 
which are inspirational and interpretational; 

TORS, EVANGELISTS, teachers and all believers. 


Uniformly bound in durable red cloth. 
288 pages to each volume. 


valuable to PAS- 


Size 54%4x7% inches. 


Vol. Vill. Mark 6 thru Luke 23, 
Vol. IX. John | thru John 20. 
Vol. 1 thru i 

Vol. Xi Rom. | thru | Cor. 14. 
Vol. XII. } Cor. 15 thru 3 
Vol. Xill I Thess. | thru | Pet. 4 
Vol. XIV. it Pet. thru 


(14 volumes)\, $15.00 
Cleveland I, Ohio 


, 
~ 


PAGE EIGHT 


pica nein ease stp ati, Die Nae hi a NAD i Ceca rs! me ap 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, August 3, 1945 


have revivals. There ts just one 
thing lacking—laborers. 

In II Chronicles 7:14 the Bible 
says, “If my people, (who? God’s 
people!) which are called by my 


name, shall humble them- 
selves, .” “Don’t you think, 
Brother Rice, down in the bar 
rooms, they ought to humble 


themselves?” That is not where 
it starts! “Don’t you think out in 
the army camps these boys who 
curse and gamble ought to have 
a Yevival?” That is not where it 
starts. It*starts with the people 
of God! “If my people;” so it is 
the unready laborers, you see, who 
hold up the harvest! 


Back in Nineveh, God said, 
“Jonah, I want you to go over 
to Nineveh and have a revival.” 


Jonah said, “Nothing doing, 
Lord! That gang of fish-worship- 
ping idolators? Not a chance in 
the world! I would not go there 
at all. If you send me over to 
the First Baptist Church of Jeru- 
salem, if they give me a good call, 
if they furnish a parsonage, give 
me two weeks’ vacation, and send 
me to, the annual Convention, I 
would go there. But this business 
of going over to Nineveh, in the 
heathen country to that bunch of 
Ninevites—no sir! Fish worship- 
pers? Not me, Eord.” And he 
got a ticket on an ocean liner and 
left the country. He was heading 
for the far shores. You remember 
the fish God prepared and the 
great storm God sent. You remem- 
ber how the sailor pitched Jonah 
overboard and how the whale 
swallowed him. You say, “Do you 
believe that?” Yes, Jesus did. See 
Matt. 12: 40. It is easy for me 
to believe anything Jesus said was 
O.K., and He believed it. Then 
after three days and nights in the 
belly of the whale, the whale was 
sick of Jonah, and Jonah was sick 
of the whale, and avhen he hit 
ground, he hit it running. He 
smelled like fish, but he was ready 
to preach this time, even to Nine- 
veh. And the Lord spoke again to 
Jonah the second time. Aren’t you 
glad God tells us again when we 
do not do it the first time? I am 
glad God did not lay me aside 
and quit me every time I failed 
Him! He said, “The word of the 
Lord. came unto Jonah the second 
time, saying, Arise, go unto Nine- 
veh, that great city, and preach 
unto it the preaching that I bid 
thee. . ... And Jonah began to 
enter into the city a day’s journey, 
and he cried, and said, “Yet forty 
days, and Nineveh shall be over- 
thrown.” And people heard it, to 
his astonishment—idolators and 
heathen people! And the king said, 
“Put on sackcloth; don’t eat — 
don’t even feed your cattle! Turn 
from your evil ways and pray to 
God, and maybe He will turn from 
this evil that He said He would 
do to us.” And the city was in 
mourning. The people repented, 
and God repented of the evil that 
He said He would do, and He did 
it not: The people of Nineveh 
turned, and they were saved. 

Jesus said that the men of Nine- 
veh should rise up against the 
men of Capernaum and of other 
cities of His day, for they re- 
pented at the preaching of Jonah, 
and they were saved. And Chris- 
tians will rise up against the un- 
converted. These men of Nineveh 
will be there. I am going to meet 
them in Heaven, and I will have 
a witness, an eternal witness that 
any preacher who really meant 


business could have a revival, even 


“| prayed so that the fire fell, it was 
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in Nineveh. You know, God did 
not have any trouble with the 
Ninevites. He had more trouble 
getting one preacher fit to preach 
in Nineveh than He had in getting 
the whole town saved! The trouble 
is not with the Ninevites, now. 
The trouble is not with the un- 
godly here in Atlanta. The trouble 
is with the preachers, and deacons 
and Sunday Schoo] teachers. The 
trouble is with the wives who are 
Christians whose husbands are 
not. Do not blame the ungodly; 
blame the Christian people. The 
harvest is truly great, but the 
laborers are few. 


Did you know that at Mount 
Carmel when God finally got 
Elijah ready to pray and he really 


not any trouble to get all Israel 
on their faces, saying, ‘““The Lord, 
He is the God.” (I Kings 18). The 
trouble was not with Israel. The 
trouble was with the prophets of 
God alone. 


Peter, James, and John would 
never have had a revival in 
Samaria. They would not stop and 
talk to that ungodly woman at 
all. But Jesus did. You see, if you 
have a laborer, it is not any trou- 
ble. Why, that town was so easy 
to win that when that poor, sorry, 
shabby woman went to town and 
said to the men—(she did not say 
it to the women. I think the wom- 
en had nothing to do with her be- 
cause of the life she had been 
living. But she said it to the men), 
“Come, see a man, which told me 
all things that ever I did.” Some 
of the men were instantly con- 
verted without even waiting to 
see Jesus; and the rest went pell- 
mell out to hear Him and were 
converted, that same day. They 
were easy to win. God just had 
to have a messenger, that was all. 
The. harvest is great, but the la- 
borers are few—that is all. 


Why at Pentecost, that crowd 
that crucified the Saviour, don’t you 
think they had their hopes and 
fears, their guilty consciences, and 
fears of death? But as soon as 
the men had prayed down the 
power of God, and the Holy Ghost 
came upon them, people were 
pricked in their hearts and said, 
“Men and Brethren, what shall we 
do?” (Acts 2: 37). Any time we 
get the power of God on the Chris- 
tians (I am not talking about the 
lost sinners; God will attend to 
the sinners) we can have revival. 
The harvest is great, but the la- 
borers are few. Now, what do we 
need? We need laborers. 


The Kind of Laborers God Wants 

I have only a moment now. I 
must not go longer. Well there 
are one or two things; first this: 
we need people who mean busi- 
ness. You know, nearly everybody 
has a good word to say for soul 
winning. That is one reason that 
I feel a special need for a paper 
that stresses revivals. Nearly all 
the papers are friendly to revivals. 
I think we ought to have one that 
is nothing much but revival. We 
have all the preachers and pas- 
tors and Bible teachers—they are 
all in favor of revivals. But I 
thought that we ought to have 
a big bunch that God called and 
God anointed to do nothing but 
revivals. I think that God wants 
some people to say, “Not only is 
soul winning first; it is, going to 
be my breath, my life. It will be 
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what I live or die for, to get 
people converted.” God wants 
some people who really mean 
business about soul winning. We 
can have revivals then. We can 
have revivals, if it comes down 
to life and death, if it comes down 
to a daily dying. Paul said, “I die 
daily.” If it comes down to real 
self-denial, to losing money, 
losing friends, to being counted a 
fool, and a nut, and a ‘“Holy-rol- 
ler,” and crazy—if it comes to 
that to get revivals, we can have 
them if we mean business. Oh, for 
a holy abandon to have revivals! 
God send it upon us! The harvest 
is truly great, but the laborers 
are few. 

So what? Then let us pray the 
Lord of the harvest to send forth 
laborers. I am praying God to 
send some evangelists with power 
in great campaigns over America. 
Who will it be? 

Do you want to see thousands 
of souls saved. Do you? Do you? 
Pray the Lord of the harvest to 
raise up soul winners, to thrust 
them out, to send them out. God 
send revivals! God send people to 
pay the price for revivals, and we 
can have them. 


to |. 
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BIBLE QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED 


“Let your women keep 
silence in the churches: for it 
is not permitted unto them to 
speak; but they are com- 
manded to be under obedi- 
ence, as also saith the law.” 

—I Cor. 14:34 
“Dear Mrs. —— 


“Your letter is before me ask- 
ing several questions which I will 
try to answer. 


“1, Should a woman who is 
called on lead in public prayer? 

ANSWER: Perhaps the first 
time, briefly, or she might ask to 
be excused. Then she should ex- 
plain to her pastor or to others 
in charge of the service, that she 
feels a woman should not take a 
place of leadership over men in 
the service. When her motive is 
understood, she will be respected, 
and it will not seem that she is a 
backslider, unwilling to pray. 

“2. Should a woman lead 
prayer at home? 


in 


Ever since apples and grapes 
and wheat grew, the world has 
heen tempted to  unhealthful 
stimulants. But. the intoxicants 
of the olden time were an inno- 
cent beverage, a harmless orange- 
ade, a quiet syrup, a peaceful soda- 
water as compared with the 
liquids of modern inebriation into 
which a madness and a fury and 
a gloom and a fire and a suicide 
and a retribution have mixed and 
mingled. 

Fermentation was always 
known, but it was not until a 
thousand years after Christ that 
distillation was invented. While 
we must confess that some of the 
ancient arts have been lost, the 
Christian era is superior to all 
others in the bad eminence of 
whiskey and rum and gin. 

The modern drunk is a hundred- 
fold worse than the _ ancient 
drunk. Noah in his intoxication 
became imbecile, but the victims 
of modern alcoholism have to 
struggle with whole menageries ‘of 
wild beasts and jungles of hissing 
serpents and predictions of blas- 
pheming demons. 

An arch fiend arrived in our 
world and he built an _ invisible 


‘|ealdron of temptations. He built 


that caldron strong and stout for 
all ages and all nations. First he 
squeezed into the caldron the 
juices of the forbidden fruit of 
Paradise. Then he gathered for 
it a distillation from the harvest 
fields and the orchards of the 


the caldron capsicum and cop- 
peras and logwood, and deadly 
nightshade and assault and bat- 
tery and vitriol and opium and 
rum and murder and sulphuric 
acid and theft and potash and 
cochineal and red carrots and 
poverty and death and hops. 

But it was a dry compound and 
it must be moistened, and it must 
be liquified; and so the arch fiend 
pours into that caldron the tears 
of centuries of orphanage and 


| widowhood, and he poured in the 


blood. of 29,000 assassinations; 
and then the arch fiend took a 
shovel that he had brought up 
from the furnaces beneath and 
put that shovel into the great 
caldron and began to stir; and 
the caldron began to heave and 
rock and boil and sputter and 
hiss and smoke; and the nations 
gathered around it with cups and 
tankards and demijohns and kegs, 
and there was enough for all. 


hemispheres. Then he poured into: 
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And the arch fiend said: “What 
done more than I have for coffins 
and graveyards and prisons and 
insane asylums and the populating 
of the lost world? And when this 
caldron is emptied, I'll fill it again 
and I'l] stir it again, and it will 
smoke again, and the smoke will 
join another smoke—the smoke of 
torment that ascendeth up for- 
ever and ever. I drove sixty-two 
ships on the rocks of Newfound- 
land. I have ruined more senators 
and congressmen than gathered 
this last year in the national 
councils, I have ruined more lords 
than are now gathered in the 
house of peers. The cup owt of 
which I ordinarily drink is a 
bleached human skull, and the up- 
holstery of my palace is so rich a 
crimson because it is dyed in 
human gore; and the mosaic of 
my floors is made up of the bones 
of children dashed to death by 
drunken parents. And my favorite 
music—sweeter than Te Deum of 
triumphal march — my favorite 
music is the cry of daughters 
turned out at midnight on the 
streets because father has come 
home from the carousal; and the 
seven-hundred-voice shriek of the 
sinking steamer, because the cap- 
tain was not himself when he put 
the ship on the wrong. course. 


“Champion fiend am I! I have 
kindled more fires—I have wrung 


out more agonies — I have 
stretched out more midnight 
Shadows and shows — I have 


opened more Golgothas —I have 
rolled more Juggernauts—I have 
damned more souls than any 
other emissary of diabolism. 
Champion fiend I AM. WHIS- 
RY.” 


champion fiend am I! Who has 


ANSWER: She _ should pray, 
should pray aloud in the devo- 
tions at home, but I do not like 
the word ‘lead’ in prayer. She 
should be one of a group at wor- 
ship. In that sense, she could 
pray in any circle of prayer at the 
church or in prayer meeting, 
where each brings his o re- 
quests to the Lord. In my home, 
each member of the family prays 
in our morning. worship, and I 
often ask one to lead the prayer 
of thanks at the table. I do not 
think that is wrong. But I prefer 
not to have a woman called on to 
lead a prayer which is to repre- 
sent a whole congregation, when 
there are men present. There is 
no specific rule in the Bible about 
this, except ‘Let your women 
keep silence in the churches.’ 


“3. Should a woman go out in 
the congregation or invite any 
sinner man to accept Christ, any- 
where or at any place, at any 
time ? 

ANSWER: There is nothing in 
the Bible that forbids a woman’s 
talking to an individual man or 
woman or child about his or her 
soul. A woman would need to be 
careful to act modestly, not to 
call undue attention to herself, 
and not to offend good taste or 
get herself talked about. But cer- 
tainly a woman can win a man 
to Christ. My wife and my secre- 


‘taries have won Many men to 


Christ. If one is careful always 
to have the leading of the Holy 
Spirit, and to go modestly by that 
leading, then it is always proper 
to try to win souls, anywhere we 
are, just so the Spirit leads as He 
will, when the occasion is proper 
and the time ripe. 
“4. Is it a sin according to the 
Bible for first cousins to marry? 
ANSWER: No, the Bible does 
not forbid the marriage of first 
cousins. A number of marriages 
of those of near kin are recorded 
in the Bible, without adverse com- 
ments: Abraham and Sarah, Isaac 
and Rebekah, Jacob and Rachel 
and Leah, etc. Originally, of 
Adam’s children it is evident that 
there was no one to marry but 
brothers "and sisters. However, the 
objection to the marrying of first 
cousins is on legal and health 
grounds. Many states forbid the 
marriage of first cousins because 
it is thought that close inbreeding 
results in weakened health, mul- 
tiplies any inherent tendency to 
insanity, disease, etc. The mar- 
riage of first cousins might not 
be wise, but it is not forbidden 
in the Bible. 


“I thank you for your letter, 
and pray God may bless you. 

“In the Saviour’s name, yours, 
(Signed) “John R. Rice.” 
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